WHY EDUCATION:

We all win when our children succeed in school, graduate, find work and become productive
adults.

e According to the Center for Social Justice, if primary caregivers provide infants (0-3 years) with opportunities
for optimal brain development, children will have a significantly better chance of success in adulthood.
e Studies have shown that early intervention programs for at-risk youth provide long-term social benefits and
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Everyone in our community needs to be able to support themselves, which means getting a job,
managing money wisely, owning or renting a home, and saving for the future.
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Cr ‘t‘ Cal ‘ ¢ Asingle working adult with one pre-schooler and one school aged child needs to earn $16.36 per hour to
Al n g reach the self-sufficiency standard.
n d h ealth 0 0 e The ability for families to earn a living wage is increasingly difficult and basic needs service providers are
0 m e a seeing more individuals seeking assistance than ever before.
e Multiple studies link children growing up in poverty to reduced personal achievement later in life.
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WHY HEALTH:

Health is strongly linked to education and income. Good personal health allows children to learn
better and adults to lead happy and productive lives.

¢ According to the Wisconsin County Health Rankings Report, obesity is a strong contributing factor in various
health problems including heart disease, diabetes, and stroke. In Wisconsin, 26.6% of residents are
considered obese.
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C\'e ate la St‘ n g Ch an g e Reports show that drug and alcohol misuse result in excessive health care costs, absenteeism and job
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turnover, accidents, and crime.
e A publication of the National Institute of Justice reports that 22% of women and 7% of men in the United
States have experienced physical domestic violence at some point in their lives.

WHY SUPPORT SERVICES:

More people than ever are finding themselves in need of help. At the same time, other residents
are willing to help those that are struggling.

e There is a need for a centralized, accessible and current database of information that can be accessed by
organizations and by individuals seeking help.

¢ Volunteerism is important to the success of many organizations and events in our community. Providing
information about opportunities helps both the organization and the resident who wants to give back.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. 0

www.unitedwaymc.org I_IVE U N ITE DTM /: N '_r; . - ~

This Road Map was developed in 2008-09 after a focus group process involving over 100 community members
and thousands of hours. The focus group report, “Strategies for a Better Tomorrow” is available at
www.unitedwaymc.org or at the United Way office, 137 River Drive, Wausau. The 2011 RFP is based on this
work, further research and the input from additional focused groups held during 2010.
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« Educate parent

VISION: Our community works together to ensure i
children develop to their full potential and are

inspired & equipped to become positive contributing
members of the community. '
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INCOME.

VISION: Families and individuals are financially
secure and stable in meeting their basic needs
with hope & confidence for their future.
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VISION: Individuals in our community access
resources and volunteer opportunities.
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Residents have the resources,
knowledge and support necessary to effectively
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STRATEGY:

* Provide information and referral to community
resources through trained information
specialists and a comprehensive database.

e Connect individuals and groups to volunteer
opportunities that provide needed assistance
to area organizations and the community.

meet their physical and mental health needs.
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GOAL: Individuals and families
will increase the number of
hours they volunteer and have
an increased knowledge of and
use community resources.




